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PLACES OF A LIFETIME
SAN FRANCISCO

Jennica Peterson

BEST OF
Hotels 
Starting price for a double room:

$ = $75 and under

$$ = $76–$150

$$$ = $151–$300

$$$$ = Over $300

$

Elements Hotel Sunny shared dormitories with wooden bunks and 15 private rooms with private baths; rooftop telescopes and free wireless access; located in heart of Mission district; hip restaurant and bar on ground floor popular with under-30 crowd. 2524 Mission St.; tel. +1 866 327 8407. www.elementshotel.com
San Francisco Fisherman’s Wharf Hostel “Smack in the middle of a green meadow, not far from some beautiful walks”—Tom Downs, author, Lonely Planet San Francisco and Walking San Francisco. Simple dorm-style rooms with bunk beds and six private rooms, most with shared baths; within Fort Mason, a National Historic Landmark. Building 240, Fort Mason; tel. +1 415 771 7277. www.sfhostels.com
$$

24 Henry Guesthouse Gay- and lesbian-friendly bed-and-breakfast in restored Victorian; five rooms, most with shared baths; cozy atmosphere, antique furniture, spacious parlor; on quiet residential street in the Castro district. 24 Henry St.; tel. +1 415 864 5686. www.24henry.com
Golden Gate Hotel “Absolutely charming, family-run place; good Union Square location”—Paula Tevis, author, San Francisco for Dummies. 25 guest rooms; wicker furniture, antiques, and claw-foot tubs; continental breakfast and afternoon tea included. 775 Bush St.; tel. +1 415 392 3702. www.goldengatehotel.com
Miyako Hotel San Francisco “Shoji screens, Japanese prints, and some rooms have sunken Japanese bathtubs”—Ray Riegert, author, Hidden San Francisco and Northern California. 218 guest rooms embrace hotel’s Japantown location with Asian-style décor; close to trendy shops on Fillmore Street. 1625 Post St.; tel. +1 415 922 3200. www.jdvhospitality.com/hotels/hotel/361
Phoenix Hotel “Called ‘the rock ‘n’ roll hotel’ because so many musicians stay there”—Richard Sterling, author, The Unofficial Guide to San Francisco. 1950s-style motor lodge with 44 rooms, accented with original artwork; courtyard with mural-painted pool; walking distance to the Warfield. 601 Eddy St.; tel. +1 415 776 1380. www.jdvhospitality.com/hotels/hotel/12
The Red Victorian Bed & Breakfast “Gorgeous old place, really funky; the décor is a feast for the eye”—Richard Sterling. 18 themed rooms, from “Summer of Love” to “Flower Child,” honor hotel’s Haight-Ashbury district location; most have shared baths, canopied beds, and bay windows. 1665 Haight St.; tel. +1 415 864 1978. www.redvic.com
$$$

Argonaut Hotel “Delightful place for bringing your kids to San Francisco”—Paula Tevis. 252 rooms with nautical-style décor; views of Golden Gate Bridge and city skyline; located within Fisherman’s Wharf, adjacent to Maritime National Historic Park’s interactive visitor center. 495 Jefferson St.; tel. +1 415 563 0800. www.argonauthotel.com
Fairmont Hotel “One of the most ornate hotels in town; it just breathes sophistication”—Richard Sterling. 591 guestrooms and suites in restored 1907 beauty atop Nob Hill; grand rooms with expansive views and marble baths; home to the Tonga Room, a must-see tropical tiki lounge. 950 Mason Street; tel. +1 415 772 5000. www.fairmont.com/sanfrancisco
Hotel Vitale “I like the spa’s outdoor soaking tubs; location across from Ferry Building is absolutely unbeatable”—Paula Tevis. Opened in 2005; 199 rooms, decorated with nature-themed photographs; some rooms have head-to-toe windows with bay views; chill downstairs lounge with outside patio. 8 Mission St.; tel. +1 415 278 3700. www.hotelvitale.com
The Orchard Garden Hotel “If you’re conscious about the environment, it’s a good hotel for you”—Juliana Shallcross, Senior Editor at Hotelchatter.com. 86 eco-friendly rooms in certified “green” building; in-room recycling, organic bath products, rooftop garden; just off Union Square. 466 Bush Street; tel. +1 415 399 9807. www.theorchardgardenhotel.com
The Palace Hotel Built in 1875; 552 guest rooms feature mahogany furniture, 14-foot ceilings, and marble vanities; Garden Court restaurant famous for dazzling chandeliers and glass dome; central downtown location. 2 New Montgomery St.; tel. + 1 415 512 1111. www.sfpalace.com
$$$$
Four Seasons Hotel “Very modern, a great spa, and the service is really good”—Ray Riegert. 277 spacious rooms decorated in hues of gold and green; marble bathrooms with deep soaking tubs; short stroll to Museum of Modern Art or Union Square. 757 Market St.; tel. +1 415 633 3000. www.fourseasons.com/sanfrancisco
Huntington Hotel “Wonderfully elegant San Francisco of yesteryear, a real grand dame; the rooms are enormous”—Paula Tevis. 136 guest rooms; plush furnishings in velvet, silk, and damask; 11,000 square-foot spa with indoor infinity pool; on Nob Hill by towering Grace Cathedral. 1075 California St.; tel. +1 415 474 5400. www.huntingtonhotel.com
St. Regis Opened in 2005; 260 guest rooms with contemporary décor, leather walls, and 42" plasma televisions; rainforest showerheads and jumbo tubs; next to Museum of Modern Art in the SoMa district (a nightlife hotspot). 125 3rd St.; tel. +1 415 284 4000. www.stregis.com/sanfrancisco
Restaurants
Average cost of an entrée or main course:
$ = $10 and under
$$ = $11–$20

$$$ = $21–$30

$$$$ = Over $30
$
La Taqueria “Definitely get the carnitas burrito”—Michael Bauer, San Francisco Chronicle Executive Food and Wine Editor. Frequent contender for city’s best Mexican food; located in Mission district; counter service, communal-style tables, and mural-covered walls. 2889 Mission St.; tel. +1 415 285 7117.
Suzu Restaurant “Udon, ramen, and soba made fresh daily; great on a cold San Francisco night”—Marcia Gagliardi, San Francisco food writer and author of Tablehopper.com e-column. Noodles, sashimi, tempura, and rice dishes; fast service in small noodle house; inside mall in Japantown. 1581 Webster St., No. 105; tel. +1 415 346 5083.

$$

Brick Restaurant and Bar “You may just want to go there for dessert: white balsamic tapioca pudding with strawberries and cinnamon toast”—Jane Goldman, Editor-in-Chief of CHOW.com. Exposed brick walls, open kitchen, and contemporary American cuisine; hip hotspot in gritty Tenderloin district. 1085 Sutter St.; tel. +1 415 441 4232. www.brickrestaurant.com
Chow “Everything from Thai chicken salad to spaghetti and meatballs.”—Michael Bauer. Locals’ favorite in the Castro district; friendly servers dish up comfort food in casual atmosphere; long wooden counter, bistro tables, and back patio seating; second restaurant location in Sunset district. 215 Church St.; tel. +1 415 552 2469. 
Presidio Social Club “American fare in very stylish surroundings; great five-dollar margaritas”—Michael Bauer. Housed in former army barracks in the Presidio; classy 1940s feel with slow ceiling fans and marble bar; popular with families and couples from nearby neighborhoods. 563 Ruger St.; tel. +1 415 885 1888. www.presidiosocialclub.com
Swan Oyster Depot “A long counter, rickety stools, wonderful oysters,”—Jan Newberry, Food and Wine Editor, San Francisco magazine. Hole-in-the-wall seafood and oyster bar in Nob Hill; locals line up at door for San Francisco’s famous Dungeness crab when in season; closes at 5:30 p.m. 1517 Polk St.; tel. + 1 415 673 1101.
Ton Kiang “The best Dim Sum in the city; a great place for lunch.”—Michael Bauer. Richmond district Chinese restaurant; large round tables and comfy booths in bright, spacious dining room; tasty shrimp dumplings, barbecue pork buns, and pot-stickers; packed on weekends. 5821 Geary Blvd.; tel. +1 415 387 8273. www.tonkiang.net
$$$

Foreign Cinema “A great place for all ages and all styles. The food is pristine California.”—Michael Bauer. Films screened nightly in giant outdoor courtyard; emphasis on seasonal cuisine made with fresh, local ingredients; located in the Mission district. 2534 Mission St.; tel. +1 415 648 7600. www.foreigncinema.com
Kokkari Estiatorio “Their octopus and lamb are both mind-blowing.”—Marcia Gagliardi. Upscale Greek food with focus on seafood and lamb; toasty ambiance created by creamy walls, solid oak tables, and wood-burning fireplace with rotisserie; in Jackson Square. 200 Jackson St.; tel. +1 415 981 0983. www.kokkari.com
Perbacco “The Berkshire pork shoulder braised in milk is luxurious, rich, satisfying; their homemade pasta is wonderful, possibly the best in the city.”—Jane Goldman. Northern Italian dining in the Financial district; brick walls, tall ceilings, and polished marble floors; extensive Italian wine list. 230 California St.; tel. +1 415 955 0663. www.perbaccosf.com
The Slanted Door Modern Vietnamese cuisine made with local, organic ingredients; black leather couches, pale cypress tables, and a stacked glass wall revealing stunning bay views; located inside Ferry Building Marketplace along the Embarcadero. 1 Ferry Building; tel. +1 415 861 8032. www.slanteddoor.com
Zuni Café “Embodies the city and the culture like nothing else does; one of the best oyster selections and the best Caesar salad in the city.”—Jan Newberry. Award-winning Hayes Valley restaurant; stylish, cosmopolitan atmosphere; brick oven, copper-topped bar, and two-story windows; bustling with foodies of all stripes. 1658 Market St.; tel. +1 415 552 2522. www.zunicafe.com
$$$$

Boulevard French-influenced regional fare; Belle Époque interior featuring hand-blown glass sconces, intricate ironwork, and mosaic floor; bay views from some tables; in historic Audiffred Building along the Embarcadero. One Mission St.; tel. +1 415 543 6084. www.boulevardrestaurant.com
The Dining Room at the Ritz Carlton. French cuisine infused with Japanese flavors; formal setting with crystal glasses, cushy chairs, and fine service; waiters wheel carts of cheese and champagne to entice well-heeled clientele; fixed-price menus; located in Nob Hill. 600 Stockton St.; tel. +1 415 296 7465. www.ritzcarltondiningroom.com
Gary Danko. “An Armani-like environment.”—Michael Bauer. Contemporary California dishes prepared with French flair; subtle lighting, golden wood-paneled walls, and sleekly-suited waiters; three- to five-course fixed-price menu; located in Fisherman’s Wharf. 800 North Point St.; tel. +1 415 749 2060. www.garydanko.com
Nightlife
Bimbo's 365 Club “You walk in and expect to see Tony Bennett standing in the corner”—Aidin Vaziri, San Francisco Chronicle Pop Music Critic. 1930s-style venue; pop and indie rock (The Flaming Lips); comedy (Robin Williams); only open during performances. Tickets from $15. 1025 Columbus Ave.; tel. +1 415 474 0365. www.bimbos365club.com
Biscuits and Blues “Old blues players, old-Southern food, very comfortable”—Paula Tevis, author, San Francisco for Dummies. Local and touring jazz and blues artists (Grammy-winning guitarist Joe Louis Walker); intimate venue with full-service restaurant. Two-drink minimum. 401 Mason St.; tel. +1 415 292 2583. www.biscuitsandblues.com
Café du Nord “With its red velvet walls and mahogany bar, it feels a bit like stepping back in time—until the music kicks up”—Aidin Vaziri. Cozy venue in subterranean former-speakeasy; rock, electronic, folk, and jazz acts from up-and-coming artists (The Ravonettes) and established performers (Dramarama, The Samples). Tickets from $10. 2170 Market St.; tel. +1 415 861 5016. www.cafedunord.com
The Fillmore “The walls are dripping with history, and the sound is huge”—Aidin Vaziri. Famed for 1960s concerts (Janis Joplin, Jefferson Airplane, The Grateful Dead); breakthrough bands and international rock stars (Coldplay, The Smashing Pumpkins); standing room–only concert hall. Tickets from $20. 1805 Geary Blvd.; tel. +1 415 346 6000. www.thefillmore.com
Great American Music Hall Diverse lineup featuring big-name rock bands (Maroon 5), children’s programs (Hip Hop Harry), and singer/songwriters (Joan Armatrading); former bordello theatre with tables rimming balcony and stage. Tickets from $12. 859 O'Farrell St.; tel. +1 415 885 0750. www.musichallsf.com
Tosca Café “Crimson red booths, a juke box that plays Frank Sinatra and opera, and a back room that’s known for attracting celebs”—Melissa Goldstein, Arts and Culture Editor, 7x7 San Francisco magazine. Mostly-locals’ bar in North Beach; known for its antique espresso machines, Wurlitzer, and brandy-spiked house cappuccino. 242 Columbus Ave.; tel. +1 415 986 9651. 
Entertainment
American Conservatory Theater Preeminent resident theater led by Artistic Director Carey Perloff; works by classic and contemporary playwrights (from Molière to David Mamet); performances in historic Geary Theater or Zeum Theater. Tickets from $10. 415 Geary St.; tel. +1 415 749 2228. http://act-sf.org
Beach Blanket Babylon Steve Silver’s musical revue spoofs current events and celebrities; opened in 1974, with packed performances ever since; outrageous costumes featuring towering hats; no minors allowed except for Sunday matinees; performances at Club Fugazi. Tickets from $25. 678 Green St.; tel. +1 415 421 4222. www.beachblanketbabylon.com
Intersection for the Arts “Extraordinary socially-relevant theater”—David Wiegand, San Francisco Chronicle Executive Datebook Editor. Theater, music, and dance performances, art exhibits, and literary series spotlighting emerging artists; performances in small Intersection for the Arts theater. Tickets from $5. 446 Valencia St.; tel. +1 415 626 3311. www.theintersection.org
San Francisco Ballet One of nation’s oldest ballet companies; directed by Helgi Tomasson; repertoire includes works by George Balanchine, Mark Morris, and Christopher Wheeldon; performances in War Memorial Opera House. Tickets from $10. 301 Van Ness Ave.; tel. +1 415 861 5600. www.sfballet.org
San Francisco Opera Critically-acclaimed performances directed by David Gockley; traditional works (Mozart’s “The Magic Flute”) and contemporary American opera (the world premiere of Philip Glass’s “Appomattox”); performances in War Memorial Opera House. Tickets from $25. 301 Van Ness Ave.; tel. + 1 415 861 4008. www.sfopera.com
San Francisco Symphony “One of the world’s greatest symphonies; really inventive.”—David Wiegand. Led by Michael Tilson Thomas; featuring superstar musicians (violinist Itzhak Perlman, soprano Renée Fleming); performances in Davies Symphony Hall. Tickets from $25. 201 Van Ness Ave.; tel. +1 415 864 6000. www.sfsymphony.org
Must-Dos
Alcatraz Island Home to infamous federal prison (until 1963), first West Coast lighthouse, and wildlife sanctuary; ferries from Fisherman’s Wharf; daytime self-guided audio tours and nighttime guided tours. Tip: Tours sell out, so buy tickets online in advance. Tel. +1 415 981 7625. www.nps.gov/alca
Angel Island “365-degree views of the bay and beautiful meadows”—Ray Riegert, author, Hidden San Francisco and Northern California. Called “the Ellis Island of the West”; immigration station museum (closed until 2008); hiking trails, beaches, primitive camping, and Segway tours; ferry service from San Francisco. Fee. Tel. +1 415 435 1915. www.parks.ca.gov/default.asp?page_id=468
Chinatown One of largest Chinese communities outside Asia; shops line Grant Ave. selling souvenirs, silk pajamas, and Asian antiques; museums of Chinese culture and history; authentic Chinese food. Tip: “Go to the Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Company down Ross Alley for piping hot cookies”—Tom Downs, author, Walking San Francisco and Lonely Planet San Francisco. www.sanfranciscochinatown.com
Coit Tower “The murals on the ground floor are just incredible” —Jennifer Joseph, editor of The Underground Guide to San Francisco. 210-foot monument on Telegraph Hill with striking bay views; built in 1934. Fee for elevator to top. 1 Telegraph Hill Blvd.; tel. + 1 415 362 0808.
Ferry Building Marketplace Foodie’s paradise in restored 1898 building on the Embarcadero; restaurants and stores specialize in local seafood, wine, cheese, bread, chocolate and produce. Tip: City Guides offers free walking tours at noon on Saturdays and Tuesdays. One Ferry Building; tel. +1 415 693 0996. www.ferrybuildingmarketplace.com
Fisherman’s Wharf Carnival-like tourist mecca surrounding Pier 39; colony of sea lions, souvenir shops, seafood eateries, street performers, aquarium, and maritime museum. Tip: Visit nearby “Fish Alley” on Jefferson St., “the wharf as it was decades ago”—Ray Riegert. Beach St. & The Embarcadero; tel. +1 415 956 3493. www.fishermanswharf.org
Golden Gate Bridge Iconic red suspension bridge spanning “Golden Gate” of San Francisco Bay; outstanding views from Fort Point overlook on south side and Vista Point on north; Fee if going south. Tip: “The way to see it is to walk or bike across”—Tom Downs. U.S. Hwy. 101; tel. +1 415 921 5858. www.goldengate.org
Golden Gate Park More than 1000 acres encompassing a conservatory of flowers, botanical garden, redwood grove, Japanese tea garden, fine arts museum, bison paddock, and multiple lakes. Tip: “Go to Stow Lake and rent a paddleboat, especially if you have kids”—Jennifer Joseph. Tel. +1 415 831 2700. www.ci.sf.ca.us/site/recpark_page.asp?id=17796
M. H. de Young Museum Fine arts museum in Golden Gate Park; reopened in 2005 with controversial architectural design; extensive collections include American, African, and Pacific Islander art. Tip: Use your ticket for free same-day admission to Legion of Honor, another of city’s top museums. Fee. 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Dr.; tel. +1 415 863 3330. www.deyoungmuseum.org
The Mission District Heart of San Francisco’s Latino community; known for its sunny weather, taquerías, trendy boutiques, and hip restaurants; tour Mission Dolores, San Francisco’s oldest building. Tip: Don’t miss the murals along 24th St. and Balmy Alley. www.sfmission.com
Ocean Beach “Nice long beach to walk along; awesome shorebirds”—Jennifer Joseph. San Francisco’s widest and longest stretch of sandy shoreline; extends from historic Cliff House to Fort Funiston; not safe for swimming. Tip: At base of Ortega St. during low-tide, ribs of an 1878 shipwreck stick out from sand. Tel. +1 415 561 4700. http://parksconservancy.org/visit/park.asp?park=68
Festivals
Carnaval Memorial Day Weekend. Annual event in Mission district celebrates Latin American and Caribbean culture. Samba dancing, live music, arts and crafts, food, and parade showcasing colorful costumes with feather headdresses. Tip: Purchase grandstand seat online before parade. Tel. +1 415 920 0122. www.carnavalsf.com
Cherry Blossom Festival Mid- to late April. Annual Japanese cultural event in Japantown district. Traditional dancing, Asian food and cooking demonstrations, tea ceremonies, taiko drumming, parade, and crowning of Cherry Blossom Queen. Tel. +1 415 563 2313. www.nccbf.org
Chinese New Year Festival and Parade January–March, depending on lunar calendar. Series of events honoring Chinese culture culminates with nighttime parade featuring 201-foot dancing dragon. Tip: Bird’s-eye views of parade from windows of Macy’s department store. Tel. +1 415 982 3071. www.chineseparade.com
Cinco de Mayo First weekend in May. Yearly celebration in Mission district of 1862 Mexican victory over French forces. Mexican food, mariachi music, and dance performances in Dolores Park. Rowdier festivities in local bars. Tel. + 1 707 644 4218. www.sfcincodemayo.com
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Pride Celebration and Parade Third weekend in June. Huge crowds gather in Castro district and Civic Center for annual event commemorating struggle for LGBT rights. Food, music performances, elaborate costumes, and big parade. Tip: Pick up free Inside Pride guide for full events calendar. Tel. +1 415 864 3733. www.sfpride.org
North Beach Festival Mid-June. Annual street festival celebrating district’s Italian culture and Beat movement history. Pizza tossing, swing dancing, arts-and-crafts booths, poetry readings, street-chalk art, and Italian food booths. Tel. +1 415 989 2220. www.northbeachfestival.com
KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
Novels or Memoirs 

Baghdad by the Bay, by Herb Caen (1949). Collection of essays by Pulitzer Prize–winning San Francisco newspaper columnist; profiles the city, its people, and its landmarks as they were in the 1940s.
The Joy Luck Club, by Amy Tan (1989). Multi-generational novel set in San Francisco’s Chinatown and in China; details the complex relationships between mothers and daughters, the past and present, and Chinese and American cultures.

The Maltese Falcon, by Dashiell Hammett (1930). Hard-boiled detective fiction; follows San Francisco private-eye Sam Spade as he investigates his partner’s murder, dodges shady characters, and uncovers jewel-encrusted treasure. 

McTeague: A Story of San Francisco, by Frank Norris (1899). Inspired by a sensational 1893 murder case, this naturalist novel portrays a dark, violent San Francisco at the turn of the twentieth century.
On the Road by Jack Kerouac (1957). Autobiographical novel definitive of San Francisco’s Beat movement; free, unstructured prose describes the journey of two men as they crisscross the American continent, inherently searching for religious truth and profound values.

Tales of the City, by Armistead Maupin (1978). First in a series of six novels praised for their compassion and humor; set in San Francisco in the 1970s, the story reveals the lives of a young woman, her gay friend, and their transsexual landlord.   

Recipes 

Cioppino
Tomato-based fish stew created by San Francisco’s Italian immigrants. Recipe adapted from Tadich Grill, San Francisco’s oldest restaurant (since 1849).

8 tablespoons butter

8 tablespoons olive oil

1 small onion, chopped

1 carrot, chopped

1 small celery stalk, chopped

1 tablespoon of chopped fennel bulb

½ leek, chopped

½ bell pepper, chopped

1 tablespoon tomato paste

1 28-ounce can crushed tomatoes

2 cups water

1 tablespoon salt

½ teaspoon black pepper

½ tablespoon each of minced fresh thyme, basil, and oregano

4 whole bay leaves

dash of cayenne pepper

½ cup flour

1 teaspoon minced garlic

1 cup dry white wine

½ pound halibut, cut into one-inch cubes

½ pound swordfish, cut into one-inch cubes

8 large shrimp, peeled and deveined

8 large scallops

6 ounces crab meat

¼ pound bay shrimp

8 cherrystone clams, scrubbed and steamed for about five minutes

chopped parsley for garnish

Melt half the butter and oil in heavy saucepan over medium heat. Add onion and cook until softened. Before onion browns, add carrot, celery, fennel, leek, and bell pepper. Cook for about five minutes while stirring. Add tomato paste, tomatoes, water, and all herbs and spices, except for garlic. Simmer for two to four hours, stirring frequently. Sauce will reduce and thicken.

Lightly flour all seafood, except clams; set aside. Melt rest of butter and oil in a large soup pot. Add garlic and sauté on high heat for a few seconds, then add seafood and sauté until golden (about five minutes). Stir in white wine and cook for one minute. 

Pour in tomato-based sauce, stir, and cover pot. Cook for seven more minutes over low heat. Pour into bowls, top with steamed clams and parsley. Serves four.     

Green Goddess Dressing
Creamy salad dressing invented in 1920s at Palace Hotel in San Francisco.
3 tablespoons tarragon vinegar 

2 egg yolks 

3 cloves minced garlic 

2 minced anchovy filets 

1 tablespoon fresh minced tarragon 

½ cup fresh minced parsley 

1 ½ teaspoon lemon juice 

2 finely minced green onions 

2 tablespoons finely chopped white onion 

1 tablespoon chopped chives 

2 ¾ cups olive oil 

salt & pepper to taste 

Combine vinegar, egg yolks, garlic, anchovy filets, tarragon, parsley, lemon juice, onions, and chives. Beat until very fine or use blender. After well-mixed, slowly add olive oil until sauce begins to thicken. Add salt and pepper to taste. Makes three to four cups.

San Francisco Sourdough Bread
1 cup San Francisco sourdough starter batter (available at www.sourdoughbreads.com or www.yankeegrocery.com/sourdough_bread.html)
2 cups warm water

2 teaspoons salt

3 teaspoons sugar

7 ½ cups flour

Mix together sourdough starter batter, water, and four cups of flour. Cover and let rest overnight. Then add sugar, salt, and remaining flour; knead about ten minutes or until smooth. Let rise until doubled in size, then punch down and halve; knead again. Shape into two loaves, cover, and allow to rise until doubled. Fill a pan with hot water and place in oven’s bottom rack. Bake loaves on middle rack in preheated 400 °F oven for 30 to 40 minutes or until golden brown. Yields two loaves. 

Best Albums

Abraxas Santana combines mambo-style percussion, salsa, and rock on this chart-topping album that includes hits: “Black Magic Woman” and “Oye Como Va.” The band formed in San Francisco in 1966.
American Beauty The Grateful Dead—an icon of San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury neighborhood in the 1960s—shines on this country- and folk-inspired album with the classics “Truckin’,” “Sugar Magnolia,” and “Ripple.”
A Boy Named Charlie Brown The Vince Guaraldi Trio, led by Grammy award–winning jazz pianist and Bay Area musician Vince Guaraldi, rose to fame with this composition for Charles Schultz’s animated television show.  
Cheap Thrills Big Brother and the Holding Company’s 1968 album showcases the fierce vocals of San Francisco rock legend Janis Joplin. Don’t miss the hit single “Piece of My Heart.”   
Cosmo’s Factory Creedence Clearwater Revival’s fifth album introduced some of the band’s most famous tunes: “Travelin’ Band,” “Lookin’ Out My Back Door,” and “Who’ll Stop the Rain.” Swampy sound may evoke the Bayou, but it hails from the Bay Area.

Fresh Fruit for Rotting Vegetables Dead Kennedys’ premier hardcore punk album kicks off band’s success with classics like “Let's Lynch the Landlord,” “Chemical Warfare,” and “California Über Alles.”

Infinity Journey grew from its Bay Area roots to reach platinum sales with this 1978 pop rock album. Popular songs include “Wheel in the Sky” and “Lights.” 

Master of Puppets Metallica’s 1986 album rocked the heavy-metal scene, impressed critics, and sold over 3 million copies.
Stand! Sly and the Family Stone brings together funk, soul, and rock in this 1969 album that includes “Everyday People” and “I Want to Take You Higher.”
Surrealistic Pillow Jefferson Airplane’s 1967 release embodies San Francisco’s psychedelic rock music scene and includes hit singles: “Somebody to Love” and “White Rabbit.”

Classic Songs

From psychedelic rockers to blues singers, many musicians have left their hearts in San Francisco. Here are ten tunes to take you there:

1. “(Sittin' on) The Dock of the Bay” Otis Redding
2. “San Francisco (Be Sure to Wear Flowers in Your Hair)” Scott McKenzie

3. “Piece of My Heart” Big Brother and the Holding Company [featuring Janis Joplin]
4. “White Rabbit” Jefferson Airplane 

5. “Frisco Blues” John Lee Hooker

6. “San Francisco Days” Chris Isaak
7. “Lights” Journey
8. “San Francisco Blues” Peggy Lee
9. “San Francisco” Judy Garland

10. “I Left My Heart in San Francisco” Tony Bennett
Films

Bullitt (1968) A determined detective, played by Steve McQueen, tracks down the killers of a key witness who was to testify against the Mafia; high-speed car chase scales San Francisco’s rollercoaster streets and remains one of the best in movies.
Dirty Harry (1971) Controversial action thriller starring Clint Eastwood as a rough cop pursuing a psychopath through San Francisco, using any means necessary to catch the killer. 

Mrs. Doubtfire (1993) Heart-warming family comedy starring Robin Williams as a desperate divorced father who dresses up as a grandmotherly nanny to see his kids; a Victorian house on Steiner St. served as the set. 
San Francisco (1936) The earthquake of 1906 is as much of a star as Clark Gable, Jeanette McDonald, and Spencer Tracy in this musical melodrama that combines romance, religion, and splashy special effects.
Vertigo (1958) Classic Alfred Hitchcock thriller follows an acrophobic detective around San Francisco as he investigates (and becomes obsessed with) a beautiful-but-suicidal woman.
The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill (2003) Documentary about a homeless man, Mark Bittner, who befriends a flock of wild parrots in San Francisco and reaches a new understanding about his life, the city, and its mysterious inhabitants.
Cultural Tips

Get on the bus! Take advantage of—and behave properly on—this crowded city’s excellent public transportation (driving will drive you mad): Don’t block doors; move to the back of crowded buses; and please don’t stand on the left side of long BART escalators (it’s the passing lane). If you do drive, watch for cyclists. 
Live and let live. San Francisco is famously welcoming of all types of people—so keep in mind that what looks outlandish (or even unpleasant) to you may simply be a person going about his or her daily business (not a tourist attraction). Don’t stare or point, and don’t take photos of a person without at least asking first. Be careful about making any assumptions about the people you meet. And keep in mind that “jokes” that denigrate any group of people will probably not be well received.
Not quite Southern California. While the City by the Bay is casual in many ways, if you wear flip-flops or beachwear to a chic hotspot, you’ll feel underdressed. (Plus, when the fog rolls in, you’ll wish you’d worn something warmer.) Personal style is encouraged; lack of style is not.
Table for you. San Francisco is a foodie town—it takes its restaurants very seriously and asks that you treat them with respect, whether it’s a Mission taqueria or a swanky new bistro. Arrive on time for reservations, be respectful of professional restaurant staff, and do your part not to disturb the restaurant’s artfully achieved ambience.
Welcome to our home. Because the City is so compact, all its neighborhoods are neighborhoods where people work and live—often in very small apartments. Be respectful of the fact that wherever you are in San Francisco, you’re likely in a San Franciscan’s living room.

—Charles Purdy, author of Urban Etiquette: Marvelous Manners for the Modern Metropolis and former etiquette columnist for the SF Weekly. www.dearsocialgrace.com
Checklist
Tips: “Pack layers; the weather is highly changeable,” says Richard Sterling, author of The Unofficial Guide to San Francisco. “Remember that it can be very cold,” adds Ray Riegert, author of Hidden San Francisco & Northern California.
Security: In San Francisco, as in any big city, it’s wise to be aware of your surroundings; keep your wallet and shopping bags close; and don’t leave valuables in your car. Some areas, such as the Tenderloin district, the Mission, Lower Haight, and Civic Center, require extra caution, especially at night.
Walking shoes: “It really is a walking city,” says Tom Downs, author of Walking San Francisco. The combination of the city’s steep hills, busy traffic, and limited parking often make driving impractical. Wear comfortable shoes, but if you don’t want to be marked as a tourist, remember: “The white socks and tennis shoes look is a dead giveaway,” says Downs. 

Sweater or fleece: “A fleece is light and easy to squeeze into a ball and stuff in your backpack,” says Bradley Charbonneau, author of Urban Travel Guide San Francisco. Temperatures can drop into the 40s (°F) in a flash, so always carry a sweater or fleece, even if it’s sunny when you walk out the door. 
Coat, cap, and gloves: Be prepared for frosty weather, especially if you’re traveling in the winter. “If you’ve got a trench coat, bring it,” advises Richard Sterling.
Umbrella: San Francisco’s average annual rainfall is 21 inches; most of it comes down between November and April. Keep dry with an umbrella or rain jacket.

T-shirts, shorts or skirt: “If you’re coming in August or September, bring some shorts because it could be hot,” says Ray Riegert. Temperatures can climb above 90 °F in the summer, so pack for steamy weather, too.

Ear plugs: “A trash truck is going to rock you out of your bed,” warns Bradley Charbonneau. If you hail from a big city, you probably won’t be bothered by the city’s nighttime noise; otherwise, you may sleep more soundly with earplugs.
Dress clothes: “Put a jacket on for dinner. Live it up,” says Paula Tevis, author of San Francisco for Dummies. Slacks, a nice shirt, and a jacket for a man or a stylish outfit for a woman will help you fit in with the city’s trendy locals, especially when you go out at night. 
PhraseBook
Rachelle Waksler, Professor of Linguistics at San Francisco State University, provided expertise on San Francisco’s lingo.

Out to the Avenues Heading to San Francisco’s Richmond and Sunset districts, largely residential areas located on the city’s outskirts and crossed by a series of avenues.   
BART Bay Area Rapid Transit, the underground train system that runs through San Francisco and throughout the Bay Area. 

The City What the locals call San Francisco.

Frisco Only newbies would use this abbreviated name for San Francisco.
Hella This Bay Area original adds intensity or quantity, as in “It hella stinks in this bus” or “I tried on hella pairs of shoes.”

Muni San Francisco’s public transportation system, which includes buses, streetcars, light-rail vehicles, and cable cars.

NoPa Stands for North of Panhandle (of Golden Gate Park). New eateries make the NoPa district a hot dining destination. 
The Peninsula The area between San Francisco and San Jose. Head there for a little more sunshine when fog covers the City. 
SoMa Short for South of Market Street. The SoMa district, with all its clubs and stylish lounges, is known for its nightlife.  

The Valencia Corridor A trendy section of the Mission district along Valencia Street filled with restaurants and boutiques.  
Transportation
Getting there: Over thirty major airlines offer service through San Francisco International Airport (SFO), which is located about 13 miles south of San Francisco off US 101. Oakland International Airport also serves the San Francisco Bay Area. Public transportation is available between these airports and San Francisco.
Getting around: Driving San Francisco’s steep hills and scavenging for parking can be challenging. Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART), an underground train system with stops throughout the city and the Bay Area, offers a convenient alternative. The San Francisco Municipal Railway (Muni) runs the city’s buses, streetcars, and famous cable cars. Taxis are relatively easy to find downtown, or ask your hotel or restaurant to call one for you.
TripMarks
Bay Area Travel Guide Transportation in the Bay Area: traffic conditions, public transportation schedules and routes, bicycle route maps, and a trip planner. www.511.org 

Citysearch San Francisco Wide-ranging guide to the San Francisco Bay Area’s businesses with editorial reviews, reader comments, and insider tips. http://sanfrancisco.citysearch.com
Craigslist Resource for concert tickets, vacation rentals, ride-sharing, travel advice, and much more; started in San Francisco. www.craigslist.org
Greenopia Guide to San Francisco’s eco-friendly hotels, restaurants, and shopping. www.greenopia.com/sf
MisterSF Information on San Francisco’s sites, literature, movies, streets, buildings, businesses, and culture from local journalist Hank Donat. www.mistersf.com
San Francisco Convention and Visitors Bureau Upcoming events, gay travel, Bay Area activities, hotel reservations, and local activities. www.onlyinsanfrancisco.com
Savory San Francisco Video footage and links to reviews of some of the Bay Area’s best restaurants. www.savorysanfrancisco.com
SF Station Extensive listings of events throughout San Francisco, including festivals, dance performances, museum exhibits, film screenings, and live music. www.sfstation.com 

The Virtual Museum of the City of San Francisco History of the city organized by subject and year. www.sfmuseum.org
Yelp Locals’ reviews of all aspects of San Francisco living, including nightlife, shopping, spas, restaurants, and activities.  www.yelp.com
Local Media
San Francisco Chronicle The city’s major daily newspaper, founded in 1865; local, state, national, and international news; editorials, business, sports, travel, food, music, and more; Sunday “pink section” details arts, dining, entertainment, and events. www.sfgate.com
The Examiner Free daily tabloid; sections include news, politics, entertainment, business, and sports. Find at newsstands in the afternoon or read online. www.examiner.com/san_francisco
San Francisco Bay Guardian Free weekly alternative newspaper; in-depth features and interviews track Bay Area news and trends; extensive music, movie, theatre, and restaurant reviews. www.sfbg.com  

SF Weekly Free weekly alternative newspaper offers commentary and coverage of local news and culture; reviews of restaurants, music, movies, and performing arts; good source of information on nightlife and events. www.sfweekly.com
San Francisco Monthly glossy magazine highlights San Francisco food, fashion, and events; image-rich pages provide best visual coverage of the city’s style trends. www.sanfranmag.com
7x7 San Francisco Monthly glossy magazine covering San Francisco’s social scene, entertainment, fashion, shopping, and restaurants. www.7x7sf.com
The Basics
Entry requirements: International travelers from 27 countries may enter the U.S. without a visa through the Visa Waiver Program; however, you must have a machine-readable passport. Visitors from other countries must obtain a visa from an American embassy or consulate abroad. For more information, visit http://travel.state.gov/.
Time difference: San Francisco is in the U.S. Pacific daylight time zone, three hours behind U.S. eastern standard time.

Money: The currency of San Francisco is the U.S. dollar. For current conversion rates go to OANDA Currency Converter: www.oanda.com/convert/classic
Phone calls: The area code for San Francisco is 415. For phone calls to San Francisco from within the U.S., dial 1 + 415 + seven-digit phone number. For phone calls to San Francisco from outside the U.S., dial your country’s international access code + 1 + 415 + seven-digit phone number. In San Francisco, local calls from a pay phone cost 50 cents.
When to go: The weather in San Francisco’s many microclimates can be unpredictable, although temperatures generally range from the mid-40s to the mid-70s (°F). Rainfall peaks in the winter, and the city’s famous fog invades during the summer, causing unprepared tourists to shiver in their shorts. Locals look forward to the sunny, mild days of spring and autumn. 
AUTHENTIC SHOPPING GUIDE

Anchor Steam Beer. Brewed in San Francisco since 1896; for sale at brewery at 1701 Mariposa Street and throughout Bay Area. Factory tours.
Arion Press limited edition, hand-printed books. Illustrated letterpress editions of classics from printing press in the Presidio. Buy directly from press at 1802 Hays Street. Tours of production facilities.
Bay Area chocolates. Local chocolatiers include Ghirardelli, Joseph Schmidt, Michael Recchuiti, XOX Truffles, and Scharffen Berger, which offers tours of its Berkeley factory.

Cable car bells. Replicas of signal bells used on San Francisco’s cable cars. Purchase at city’s Cable Car Museum at 1201 Mason Street.  
Heath Ceramics. Handcrafted tableware made in Sausalito factory since 1948; for sale at factory store or at Heath retailers in San Francisco. Factory tours.
Napa Valley and Sonoma wines. World-famous wines produced just north of San Francisco. Purchase directly from wineries or at wine shops throughout the city. Some wineries offer tours.  

WALKING TOURS
Tour #1: Chinatown
A tourist attraction since the 1860s, San Francisco’s Chinatown hosts one of the largest Chinese communities outside of Asia. Grant Avenue is the district’s main vein, but the adjacent streets and alleys abound with history and culture.

Start your tour at the intersection of Bush Street and Grant Avenue where you’ll find the (1) Chinatown Gate. Dragons slither across the top and traditional fou dogs stand guard at the sides of this ceremonial gateway, designed by architect Clayton Lee in 1970. 

Continue up Grant Avenue for two blocks, past the colorful cluster of shops selling knick-knacks galore, to (2) Old Saint Mary’s Cathedral [www.oldsaintmarys.org]. Dedicated in 1854, the city’s first Catholic cathedral was built from granite quarried in China and bricks that journeyed around Cape Horn from New England.

Across the street and kitty corner from Saint Mary’s, the (3) Sing Chong and Sing Fat buildings were built soon after the 1906 earthquake and demonstrate the fanciful architecture of the time (notice the pagoda-like towers). 

Continue along Grant Avenue to (4) Chinatown Kite Shop [www.chinatownkite.com], which sells a zany, zoo-like collection of flying critters: butterflies, dragonflies, fairies, owls, even Sponge Bob. Across the street, (5) Eastern Bakery claims to be the oldest bakery in Chinatown (since 1924), but their pastries are fresh. Try a lotus golden yolk mooncake.

Hang a left on Clay Street and then a right on (6) Waverly Place, called “the street of painted balconies” for the buildings’ vibrant façades. The street was formerly nicknamed “15 Cent Street” because you could get a haircut here for a nickel and a dime; today trims start at $6.

About halfway down Waverly Place, look for a little yellow sign reading (7) “Tin How Temple.” Climb three flights of stairs to find the oldest Chinese temple in the U.S. (founded in 1852). Beneath a ceiling glimmering with golden lanterns and amid smoky ribbons of incense, locals pray to Tin How, the goddess of heaven and sea. 

Continue back to Clay Street and hoof it up the hill to the (8) Chinese Historical Society of America Museum [www.chsa.org]. Inside the 1932 former-YWCA building, historic photographs and artifacts document the lives of Chinese immigrants in the U.S.

Head back down Clay Street to (9) Stockton Street and turn left. The next few blocks serve as the center of Chinatown’s commerce. Step inside the bustling shops to see barrels brimming with knotty ginseng, shelves lined with traditional herbal remedies, and windows strung with glistening roasted ducks dangling by their necks.

Turn right at Jackson Street and right again at Ross Alley. Follow your nose to the (10) Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Company to sample a freshly-baked wafer while you watch two women fold cookies around fortunes at a remarkable rate.


Go back to Jackson Street, turn right and then turn right again onto Grant Avenue. Step into (11) Ten Ren Tea Company [www.tenren.com] for a free sample of one of their more than 50 tea varieties, or try a sweet tapioca iced-tea. 

Refreshment in hand, walk down to Washington Street and turn left to see the (12) Old Chinese Telephone Exchange (now called the United Commercial Bank), distinguishable by its dramatic peaked roofs and pagoda style. This 1909 building once served as an office for telephone operators who spoke five Chinese dialects and knew their customers’ phone numbers by heart.

Walk a few more steps to finish your tour at (13) Portsmouth Square. On this spot in 1846, Captain John B. Montgomery of the U.S.S. Portsmouth raised the American flag in San Francisco for the first time. Today the square is a gathering place for friends young and old.
Tour #2: Union Square
To San Franciscans and tourists alike, Union Square is synonymous with shopping. Here, Saks Fifth Avenue cozies up against Tiffany & Co., which winks its diamonds at the shiny windows of Macy’s; hundreds of other stores court your credit card. But Union Square is also home to fine galleries, historic hotels, and grand theatres. 

Start your tour in the middle of (1) Union Square Park, 2.6-acres of manicured gardens and granite platforms. This longtime gathering place earned its name just before the Civil War when supporters of the Union troops rallied here. In the center stands a towering monument to the 1898 triumph of Adm. George Dewy at Manila Bay during the Spanish-American War. 

Next, join the steady stream of shoppers entering (2) Neiman Marcus at the intersection of Geary and Stockton streets. Inhale the scent of expensive perfume as you look up at the dazzling stained-glass dome, part of the 1909 City of Paris store that originally occupied this spot.

Walk up Stockton Street to (3) Maiden Lane. Once called Morton Alley, the lane was a haven for prostitution and crime until the fire following the 1906 earthquake destroyed the brothels and city officials gave the street a virtuous new name and image. Now, Chanel and Yves Saint Laurent have set up shop.

Continue on Maiden Lane to the (4) Xanadu Gallery [www.xanadugallery.us/about-sf.html] and look for the red tile to the left of the door bearing the signature of Frank Lloyd Wright, who designed the building in 1948. Step inside the Romanesque arch doorway to see the sweeping spiral ramp that echoes Wright’s design for the New York Guggenheim Museum.

Head back to Stockton Street and turn right to see (5) Ruth Asawa’s Fountain. Completed in 1972, this playful tribute to San Francisco features the city’s famous landmarks on 41 bronzed plaques. Look for Fisherman’s Wharf, the Ferry Building, and Golden Gate Bridge.

Continue up Stockton to Sutter Street and turn left to reach the (6) 450 Sutter Building [www.450sutter.com]. The lobby of this 1928 art deco skyscraper gleams with a gilded ceiling, etched with a maze of Mayan designs.

Turn left at Powell Street where you’re bound to see the Beefeater-costumed doormen at the (7) Sir Francis Drake Hotel [www.sirfrancisdrake.com]. Walk down to Post Street, hang a right, and walk two blocks to Taylor Street. 

On the ivy-covered walls of 624 Taylor Street look for a mysterious plaque reading “Weaving spiders come not here,” a quote from Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” and the motto of the (8) Bohemian Club, a private men’s fine arts club that was founded in 1872. Former members include writers Jack London and Ambrose Bierce.

Head down Taylor Street, passing no. 501, the (9) birthplace of modern-dance pioneer Isadora Duncan; then turn left onto Geary. Let the dapper doormen at the ultra-hip (10) Clift Hotel [www.clifthotel.com] point the way to the Redwood Room (1933). There you can sink into a leather chair while you admire the wood-paneled room, reportedly carved from one 2,000-year-old redwood tree.

Back across Taylor Street, walk toward Union Square. On your right, the (11) Curran Theatre [www.shnsf.com/theatres/index.asp?key=44], built in 1922, presents the acclaimed Best of Broadway series. Further on, look for the ornate terra-cotta façade of the (12) American Conservatory Theater (formerly the Geary Theater) [www.act-sfbay.org], which first opened in 1910.

At Union Square, turn left on Powell Street to reach the final stop: the (13) Westin St. Francis Hotel [www.westinstfrancis.com]. Since it opened in 1904, the opulent St. Francis has hosted monarchs and presidents, and served as a meeting place for San Francisco high-society. Top off your tour with a ride in one of the hotel’s glass elevators for breathtaking views of the City by the Bay.

Tour #3: Telegraph Hill and North Beach

Named for a semaphore telegraph that once stood on its summit, Telegraph Hill has been the home of poor immigrants, inspired artists, and wealthy investors. Its stairways traverse some of the city’s most charming terrain, but if you’d prefer to skip the climb up the 284-foot hill, you can take a bus or taxi directly to Coit Tower and start the tour from there. Nearby, North Beach still pulses with its Italian-immigrant heritage and Beat movement history.

Take the F-line historic streetcar to the Embarcadero and Greenwich Street stop. Head west into (1) Levi Plaza, where this tour begins. The brick building complex bordering this quiet city refuge houses the headquarters for jeans-maker Levis Strauss & Co., which got its start in San Francisco in 1853 when Strauss sold canvas overalls to gold miners.

Walk west (crossing Battery and Sansome streets) to continue the tour along Filbert, a street so steep it turns into a stairway. Make your way up the Filbert Street steps to reach (2) Napier Lane, a wooden plank sidewalk lined with private dwellings that date from the 1870s and 1880s. Keep climbing those stairs, listening for the caw of Telegraph Hill’s famous flock of wild parrots as you pass Victorian-era cottages and private gardens tumbling with blossoms.

At Montgomery Street, go right to reach (3) Julius’ Castle [www.juliuscastle.com], a 1922 restaurant known for its spectacular views. Look for the brick stairway adjacent to the restaurant and ascend the Greenwich Steps to (4) Coit Memorial Tower. Dedicated in 1933, the 210-foot tower honors Lillie Hitchcock Coit, an eccentric San Francisco philanthropist. Inside you’ll see a series of colorful murals painted in 1934 by local artists under the Public Works Art Project. 

After you take in the panoramic view from the top of Coit Tower, follow the sidewalk down Telegraph Hill Boulevard to the first intersection, Kearny Street. Walk three blocks and turn right onto Vallejo. Walk another block to reach Grant Avenue. On the left, local writers and artists frequent (5) Caffe Trieste [www.caffetrieste.com], a Beat poet hang-out in the 1950s and the first espresso coffee house on the West Coast. On the right sits (6) St. Francis of Assisi Church [www.shrinesf.org]. Built in 1860, this Norman Gothic beauty bears the name of the city’s patron saint. Across Columbus Avenue, (7) Molinari Delicatessen has sold Italian essentials like mozzarella, straw-bottled Chianti, cannoli shells, and salami since 1896.

Next, walk down the east side of Columbus and turn left on Grant Avenue to find (8) the Saloon, San Francisco’s oldest continuously-operating tavern (since 1861). Walk back to Columbus Avenue and turn left to reach (9) City Lights Bookstore [http://citylights.com]. Co-founded in 1953 by poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti, the store soon became a favorite meeting place of Beat poets, including Allen Ginsburg and Jack Kerouac. Today, its narrow entryway opens to a warren of books with large collections of poetry, world literature, and political nonfiction. 

Just across Jack Kerouac Alley, (10) Vesuvio [www.vesuvio.com], which opened in 1949, served those same Beat poets in the 1950s. You may wish to step into this bohemian bar for a well-earned end-of-the-tour drink. 

WORLDWISE QUIZ

1. Several islands lie within San Francisco’s city limits. Which one was created for the World’s Fair in 1939?

A. Alcatraz Island  B. Treasure Island  C. Yerba Buena Island

Answer: B. Treasure Island 

2. Although San Francisco is blessed with sunshine during two-thirds of all possible daylight hours, it is also famous for its thick fog that is most prevalent during what season?

A. Fall  B. Winter  C. Summer

Answer: C. Summer

3. San Francisco City Hall crumbled, the cable cars halted, and the Palace Hotel’s glass ceiling shattered during a powerful earthquake in what year?

A. 1906  B. 1849  C. 1976

Answer: A. 1906

4. Golden Gate Park offers long stretches of green meadows and thick stands of trees, but directly before it was landscaped it was what kind of natural environment?

A. ocean  B. sandy desert  C. swamp  

Answer: B. sandy desert

5. With only 46 square miles and over 700,000 people, San Francisco is densely populated. What area of the city has the highest population density of all?

A. Chinatown  B. The Presidio  C. The Mission district 

Answer: A. Chinatown

6. Over 100 languages are spoken in the San Francisco metropolitan area. Besides English, what language dominates in the Mission district?

A. Russian  B. Chinese  C. Spanish

Answer: C. Spanish

7. Of the multiple bridges that span the San Francisco Bay, which is the world’s longest high-level steel bridge?

A. The Golden Gate Bridge  B. The Dumbarton Bridge  C. The San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge

Answer: C. The San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge

8. San Francisco’s steep hills inspired which inventor to create the cable car system in 1873?

A. Alexander Graham Bell  B. Andrew Hallidie  C. Eli Whitney 

Answer: B. Andrew Hallidie

9. San Francisco is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean and the San Francisco Bay, but its principle source of drinking water lies 167 miles away at Hetch Hetchy Reservoir in what national park?

A. Redwood National Park  B. Yosemite National Park  C. Kings Canyon National Park

Answer: B. Yosemite National Park 

10.  In the mid-1950s, City Lights Bookstore became a central gathering place for which social movement?

A. The Beat movement  B. The suffrage movement  C. The civil rights movement 

Answer: A. The Beat movement

11. In the late 1960s, “flower children” and “hippies” preached love and peace in what San Francisco district?

A. The Richmond district  B. The Mission district  C. The Haight-Ashbury district
Answer: C. The Haight-Ashbury district
12. Before the city was renamed as San Francisco on January 30, 1847, European settlers called the area what name?

A. Yerba Buena  B. Portsmouth  C. San Fernando 

Answer: A. Yerba Buena

13. During 1945, a conference was held in San Francisco that resulted in the creation of what international organization?

A. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)  B. The Red Cross  C. The United Nations

Answer: C. The United Nations

14. From 1910 to 1940, new immigrants to San Francisco were detained on what San Francisco Bay Area island, also known as the Ellis Island of the West?

A. Alcatraz Island  B. Angel Island  C. Yerba Buena Island

Answer: B. Angel Island

15. San Francisco’s population boom in the mid-1800s was mainly due to what event?

A. The passing of the Homestead Act  B. The Civil War  C. The gold rush

Answer: C. The gold rush

Street Scenes

A few recommendations:
· San Francisco cable car ride
· Chinese New Year Parade through Chinatown (shots of the dragons and musicians)

· The sea lions at Fisherman’s Wharf 

· Driving over Golden Gate Bridge into San Francisco

· Driving down Lombard Street, one of San Francisco’s steepest streets
